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volume five completed, with three hundred and forty pages and ten 
plates. One new member has been elected and one associate. At a 
meeting held Dec. 10, 1894, the following were elected to serve as 
officers for the coming year: — 



Director, 

Vice-Director, 

Recorder, 

Treasurer, 

Conservator, 

Publ. Committee, 



Geo. H. Horn, M.D. 

Chas. S. Welles. 
Henry Skinner, M.D. 
Ezra T. Cresson. 
Henry Skinner, M.D. 
f James H. Ridings, 
I Chas. W. Johnson. 
Henry Skinner, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Botanical Section respectfully reports that it is in a prosper- 
ous condition, has held regular monthly meetings at which valuable 
communications have been presented and discussed, and that it is 
wholly free from debt. 

The herbarium, owing to the assiduous labors of the Conservator, 
Mr. John H. Redfield, is in a highly prosperous condition, contain- 
ing about 33,000 species of flowering plants and ferns, of which 452 
new to the herbarium were added last year. 

The herbarium is hampered by want of room, all of which is set 
forth in detail in the Conservator's annual statement, which is ap- 
pended as part of this report. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are : — 

Director, Thomas Meehan. 



Vice- Director, 

Recorder, 

Cor. Sec'y and Treasurer, 

Conservator, 



Charles E. Smith. 
Charles Schaffer M.D. 
Stewardson Brown 
J. H. Redfield. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Meehan, 

Vice-Director. 



The Conservator of the Botanical Section reports as follows : — 
This is the nineteenth year since a change of the By-Laws of the 
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Academy placed the care of its herbarium with the Conservator 
chosen by the newly formed Botanical Section, instead of with a 
committee chosen by the Academy as formerly. Certainly the con- 
tinued and rapid growth of the collection and the improvement of 
its condition during that period have not been excelled in any por- 
tion of the Academy's earlier history. Those who remember the 
narrow, dark, and cramped accommodations afforded the botanical 
collections in the old Broad Street building, and the unwieldly port- 
folios in which they were arranged, under the old Linnsean system, 
can now congratulate the working botanists upon the improvement in 
the accessibility and usefulness of the herbarium which resulted 
from the change of quarters and from more modern methods of ar- 
rangement. At the time of that removal, the estimates of the ex- 
tent of the collection were vague and exaggerated. The careful and 
conservative enumeration which has since been made of the flower- 
ing plants and ferns, places the number of species at the present 
time at over 33,000. If we add to these the cryptogamic collections, 
which have not been so carefully enumerated, the total would 
probably approach 40,000 species. Nearly one-half of these have 
been received since we have been in the present quarters. But the 
number of new species received gives a very inadequate idea of the 
growth, a large part of which consists of additions of species pre- 
viously represented, but now in fuller suites from new and wider 
localities, and in better condition. 

The collections removed from the old building were all in loose 
sheets or species-covers, and had consequently suffered much in 
handling, from the brittleness of age ; and many of the subsequent 
additions were necessarily placed in the same way. But soon after 
the removal it was determined that it was all-important that the 
whole should be properly and permanently affixed to sheets with 
collector's tickets securely preserved. The task was a great one, 
with the little help at command, but it has been steadily pursued 
during the time not required for the care of new accessions. The 
separate North American collection is all thus mounted, and about 
one-fourth of the larger general herbarium. 

The number of plants received during the past year reaches 2,119 
species, of which 204 belong to the lower cryptogams and 1,915 are 
phanerogams and ferns. Of the latter 489 are N. American species, 
311 Tropical American, 191 European, 684 Asiatic, 150 African, 
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and 90 Australian and Polynesian. 452 of these are new to our 
collection, and 30 of them represent new genera. 

It is hoped that the additional space soon to be at command of the 
Academy will enable the Curators to provide some means for the 
expansion of the botanical collections. When we took possession of 
the present cases, large room was left for growth, but nineteen years 
have crowded the shelves to the point of injury to the contents. If 
the present shelf room were doubled there would still be very 
moderate space for that future increase of the herbarium which may 
be reasonably expected. 

The present cases, though so much in advance of previous accom- 
modation do not afford adequate protection from dust, and should be 
fitted with dust-tight doors, and all new cases should be of the best 
dust-proof construction. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John H. Redfield, 

Conservator. 



REPORT OF THE MINERALOGICAL AND GEOLOGICAL 

SECTION. 

Meetings of the Section have been held regularly during the year 
except during the summer months. The attendance has not been 
large, but this has been due, in great part, to illness and absence 
from the city of several active members. There has been no lack 
of interest. The additions to the museum have been satisfactory. 

It is hoped that in the new building space and cases may be pro- 
vided for a display of the minerals and rocks of the vicinity of our 
city, for it is believed that the present small and poor local collec- 
tion could easily be increased so as to be a most valuable and in- 
teresting feature of the museum. 

The following officers have been elected for the ensuing year: — 

Director, ..... Theodore D. Rand. 

Vice- Director, 



Conservator, 
Treasurer, 

Corresponding Secretary, 
Recorder, 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theo. D. Rand, Director. 



W. W. Jefferis. 
W. W. Jefferis. 
John Ford. 
Chas. Schaffer, M.D. 
Chas. Schaffer, M.D. 



